
The  Breeze                                                                                     1                                                                                      April 2021 

 

 

 BREEZE   
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April General Membership Meeting 

Join Zoom Meeting 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84099160091?pwd=eHBUU0kvN0xJTlZjQ0lqZXhPT0NkQT09 

Meeting ID: 840 9916 0091 

Passcode: 025042 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84099160091?pwd=eHBUU0kvN0xJTlZjQ0lqZXhPT0NkQT09
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TOLEDO SAIL & POWER SQUADRON 

2021 BRIDGE 

Commander ……………….....…………….. Keith Rooks, P 

 Cell   419-367-6473 

 Email karooks@gmail.com 

Executive Officer……………...……….. Rickie Waugh, P 

                           Cell  419-494-6972 

 Email waughmd@gmail.com 

Educational Officer ……………..….Fred Zibbel, N-IN 
 Cell  567-395-4759 

 Email  fredzibbel@gmail.com  

Administrative Officer……Frank Czerniejewski, P 

                           Cell  419-290-3221 

 Email fdczern@gmail.com 

Secretary……………….…Loriann Czerniejewski, P 

                           Home 419-726-3221 

 Email  lmcappriasal2yahoo.com 

Treasurer ………………………….Larry D. Cole, SN-IN 

 Cell       734-755-7252 

 Email  boater734@chartermi.net 

 

 

 

2021 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

Cdr Keith Rooks, P  P/C  Rita Buck, S 

Lt/C Rickie Waugh, P  Lt Michelle  Abel, P 

P/C Fred Zibbel, N-IN  Lt Daniel Strohmeier, S 

Lt/C Frank Czeniejewski, P  Lt Howard Zibbel, S 

Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN-IN  

Lt /C Loriann Czerniejewski, P 

 

“THE BREEZE” 

This official  publication of The Toledo Sail & 

Power Squadron is published 11 months per 

year.  Deadline to submit articles is the 1st of 

the month.  Send articles to Breeze Editor.  

 

 

Editor: Stf/C Larry D. Cole, SN-IN 

 Cell 734-755-7252  

                  Email   boater734@chartermi.net 

 

 

Distribution P/D/C Felicia Evans, AP 

 Advertising Dale Overly, AP 

 Larry D. Cole, SN-IN 

 

Printer Dave Schroeder 

 

Articles, opinions and advertisements do not 

necessarily reflect USPS® policy or endorsement 

unless so designated. 

 

 

Websites 

Toledo      www.toledopowersquadron.org 

District 29 www.usps.org/localusps/D29 

National www.usps.org 

 

 

The USPS® Mission 

To promote recreational boating safety 

through education and civic activities while 

providing fellowship for our members. 

 

 

PLANNED GIVING 

If you would like to include the Toledo 

Sail & Power Squadron in your estate plan 

or provide another kind of gift, please 

contact P/C Haynes Lee, Jr., AP. 

Squadron Meeting Dates and Times 

Tue Apr 6 - General Meeting @  Virtual 

  1900 Meeting  

Tue Apr 27 - Executive Mtg.  7:00pm @ Virtual 

Tue May 4 - General Meeting @  TBD 

  1730 Social hour, 1830 Dinner, 1930 Meeting  

Tue May 25 - Executive Mtg.  7:00pm @ TBD 

April Birthdays 

Coming Events 

April 24 D/29 Spring Conference, Sandusky Yacht Club 

May 21-23 Toledo Shake Down Cruise, Put-in-Bay 

June 15 - 18  Toledo Mid-Week Cruise, Kelleys Island / Middle Bass 

July 2-5 Toledo Huron Boat Basin 

Date TBD DC Rendezvous, Huron Boat Basin and D/29 Summer Council 

    18 - 30 Toledo Cruise, Western Lake Erie 

August 16-19 Toledo Cruise, Leamington / Pelee Island 

   20 - 21 Toledo TYC Cruise 

29 -  Sep 5 USPS Governing Boar, Raleigh, NC 

Sept 10 - 12 Toledo Cruise, Historical Weekend 

Oct 8 - 10 D/29 Penta Fall Conference with Districts 7, 9, 11, 24 

  Kalahari Resort & convention Center 

 

N. Frank Chaplin 1 

Robin W. Abel 6 

Richard Lyons 10 

John W. Laver 11 

Joseph L. Zuppardo 11 

Balt P. Thibert 13 

Eugene A. Schram 17 

Phyllis Zibbel 20 

mailto:cshoover@yahoo.com
mailto:joycemease@gmail.com
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From Your 2021 Commander  

 
Cdr Keith A. Rooks, P 
 
Cell:     419-367-6473 

Email  karooks@gmail.com 
 
 

Raise your hand if you are either tired of winter or excited about spring that’s just right around the 
corner. I’m one of those people that like the change of seasons, and now I’m ready for spring! 

We’re trying to plan vacations for this year, but we are still unsure what we will be able to do or where we can go. 
Time will tell, the planning continues. 

The cleaning, fixing, and upgrading of boats has commenced! I know that many have already gotten a date to get 
their boats back in the water. It’s only a matter of weeks before we can start to enjoy being in the water again. 

The education department is working on arranging some seminars that we haven’t done in a while. If there’s any 
that you’ve wanted to do, let us know and we will see if we can arrange it. Right now I’d say the classes will be virtu-
al but we are looking at options for virtual and in person for seminars, classes, and meetings. 

A rendezvous schedule was posted in the March Breeze.  If you have the opportunity and are able, stop by, it doesn’t 
matter if it’s by boat or car, stop if you can. 

Jan Leutz submitted an article for the change of watch to some of our local newspapers (The Blade, Sylvania, Perrys-
burg, Point Place, and Monroe papers).  If you see it please let us know so that we can send a thank you note to 
them. 

Congratulations to 
Joyce Mease on 
earning her 25th 
merit mark and be-
coming a life mem-
ber of American’s 
Boatiing Club. 

mailto:karooks@gmail.com
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In Michigan, anyone born after December 

31, 1978 and in Ohio, anyone born after Jan-

uary 1, 1982 must take a safe boating class 

to operate a vessel with 10 hp or more.  

Education Officer 

P/C Fred Zibbell, N-IN 

fredzibbel@gmail.com 

Cell:  567-395-4759 

Assistant Education Officer 

1st/Lt Michelle Abel, P 

gabby01@chartermi.net 

Cell:  734-652-4332 

There are 15 individuals signed up for the March 13 & 20 class at River View.  This is a 
good manageable size to socially distance.  I have reached out to other squadrons and 
they have either cancelled spring ABC classes or postponed to later in the year.  While va-
cationing in Hilton Head, SC, I reached out to the Beaufort Sail and Power Squadron and 
was surprised to find out a retired colleague of mine at Owens-Illinois was the ASEO.  It’s a 
very small world.  It was enjoyable watching the boats cruising the Intercoastal Water-

way.  Thoughts of Felicia and Nelson on their upcoming voyage brought a smile to my face. 

We will be offering several seminars in addition to Operations Training.  Details are forthcoming. 

If you are free on March 20, we could use help grading tests of the ABC participants.  Please let me know if you 
available  

The Tugboat Sachem…continued  3  

  But the tug gained still more speed. Her power plant was “running away” now.  The explosion blast was minutes, 
perhaps seconds away.  Down below the engineer was rushing frantically about. The sensitive gauges had gone cra-
zy, and he had to get more cooling water flowing into his power plant.  Quickly he switched the lines about so as he 
could pump the bilges into the engine system and noticed that the temperature dropped down to 970 degrees; and 
yet the tug still careened down the river holding her own against Atomic. [The] Superior… was now driving hard be-
side its Canadian enemy, [Atomic was] falling behind.  Meanwhile, Wisconsin belched an ever growing column of 
thick black smoke in the sky.  The racing tugs burst beneath the lofty Ambassador Bridge, where thousands of peo-
ple were watching, waved, and cheered.  

  But Captain Stahl kept his eyes on the river ahead.  From time to time he jerked around to see the array of tugs 
boiling through the tumultuous waters. They swept past piers lined with people. 

“Superior’s coming up!” 

  Stahl stared anxiously at his new rival.  She was slowly nudging past Atomic, which was swaying violently from side 
to side in the angry waters of Sachem. 

  “I hope that old engine of ours holds up! I hope that old engine holds up!” Stahl repeated it over and over, some-
times aloud, sometimes to himself. His hands were clammy on the wheel. Ahead, a Canadian patrol boat marked 
the international border.  There were pretty girls on it, and cheered their favorite, Atomic. getting close to the finish, 
felt a savage triumph. 

(continued next page)    

mailto:nevans811@aol.com


The  Breeze                                                                                     5                                                                                      April 2021 

   “Roger, Roger! The engine’s over a thousand again!” 

  Stahl didn’t slow his tug. He kept her roaring at top speed, and Sachem went bucking and slashing through the wa-
ter across the finish line; continuing on… while whistles from the shore and from an immense ore boat bellowed.  He 
couldn’t stop his wildly roaring engine short.  Sachem answered the salutes.  She blasted out one long and two short. 
The tug’s distinctive cry… then a “halloo” of triumph.  A hundred thousand people had seen the boat that had come 
from the bottom of the lake win the Sixth International Tugboat Race on this early June day in 1955. Sachem had 
covered the four-mile course in a record breaking fifteen minutes and thirteen seconds. Superior came in second, 
Atomic was third. 

  Then there were speeches and congratulations and posing while TV and newsreel cameras ground [on]. Captain J. 
Earl McQueen, President of the International Tugboat Racing Association [and owner of the tug Atomic], along with 
Preston Foster handed Stahl the three cups Sachem had won; the annual William W. England Trophy, a special tro-
phy from the Soo Locks Centennial Commission, and the T.J. McCarthy trophy for Class E competitors.  Stahl, Lewis, 
engineer Lundquist, deck hand Marx, oiler Turner, and cook Finlay hefted trophies and pushed through the applaud-
ing crowds to their boat. Small boys clambered about Sachem. 

  “I bet there are seven thousand kids in town who’ll want to be tugboat captains,’ said an old retired sailor sitting on 
the dock, and Stahl grinned. 

  Within an hour Sachem cast off and ran back past her rivals. High on her mast, the crew had tied an old broom, tra-
ditional symbol of the winning tug, which had made a clean sweep of the honors.  All year long Sachem would wear 
this emblem of fleetness as she… [went] about her work.  Atomic saluted, and the river echoed once more the whis-
tles of ships, large and small, acknowledging the champion.  The radio crackled with congratulations. 

  Stahl, a grin still on his face, his wife riding in his wheelhouse for the first time in her life, took the Sachem up the 
river. With her pennants …fluttering, she went to work: yanked and hauled a barge bearing a tremendous crane 
heading for the Rouge River …..and delivered to its destination.  Sachem’s crew tied up to a rotting dock adjoining a 
coal yard.  They gave their tug a long last look before heading to the Rouge Hotel for the celebration. 

 

  Perhaps after reading this article you may have wondered what my motivation was for writing it.  Well, some forty 
years ago, shortly after I married, my husband Philip told me a story about a man who was his uncle.  Jobs were 
scarce up in the Soo region and the only one he could find was working on the river barges.  He did not really care 
for this work but when World War 11 came about, he like so many others, entered the service.  He finally was glad 
that he would have a different type of job and not on the water.  Interestingly, he was to pilot landing craft through-
out the war.  He survived the war and when he came home he looked fine, all except for one thing…his hair had 
turned stark white.  With all the men returning home, jobs again were scarce so he turned to the only thing he knew 
and that was on the water.  He worked on barges and tugs and lost his life doing his work while on the Sachem when 
she went down in Lake Erie.  It was a very difficult task to verify this, but I succeeded. Of the twelve men that went 
down the 18th of December 1950, four were never recovered.  His body was recovered in the 22nd of January, 1951.  
Several of the bodies were recovered as late as September, 1951. 

 

Balt “Boni” Thibert SN                                                       Issue 86 

Ojibway Princess 

 

This article is respectfully dedicated to all those lost on the sinking of the Sachem, including Francis Duggan…………... 
a mariner.  

  Yes, Captain Roger Stahl had heart, oh yes indeed. 
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Two life-time members of “The Lima Power Squadron” and have both passed away.  

Ruth H (Dammeyer) Henschen   August 5, 1924 ~ January 20, 2021 (age 96) 
St. Marys, Ohio   

Obituary 

Ruth H. Henschen, 96, of St. Marys, OH died 2:40 p.m. Wednesday January 20, 2021 at Otterbein -- St. 
Marys.  She was born August 5, 1924 in rural Auglaize Co. (St. Marys Twp.) to Elmer H. and Anna F. 

(Quellhorst) Dammeyer.   On June 28, 1947, she married Willis O. Henschen, who died October 3, 2020.   Survivors 
include: sister, Mary Schmidt of Celina, OH; sister-in-law, Joanne Dammeyer of Celina, OH  and numerous nieces and 
nephews.   She was a graduate of St. Marys Memorial High School (Class of 1942).   Ruth retired from Goodyear Tire 
& Rubber Co. in St. Marys, where she worked for many years as a drill press operator.   A lifelong member of St. 
Paul's United Church of Christ, she also was a member of its women's guild and Rebecca circle. Also, she was a mem-
ber of Wally Byam Caravan Club International and Good Sam RV Club "Lima Smiling Sams."   Ruth and Bill travelled 
extensively throughout North America in their Airstream motorhome.   Friendly and outgoing, Ruth absolutely loved 
to visit with friends and relatives. She kept close tabs on her nieces and nephews, always interested in hearing the 
latest update about their lives.   Rites are scheduled to begin at 2:00 p.m. Friday 29, 2021 at the Miller Funeral Home 
1605 Celina Road (Ohio 703 West) in St. Marys. The Rev. Rhonda Hainer will officiate the services.  Burial will follow 
at the Pilger Ruhe Cemetery near New Knoxville, OH. 

Willis O Henschen  July 8, 1920 - October 3, 2020 (age 100) 

St. Marys, Ohio 

Obituary 

Willis O. Henschen, 100, of St. Marys, OH died 11:15 p.m. Saturday October 3, 2020 at Otterbein -- St. 
Marys.   He was born July 8, 1920 in St. Marys Twp. -- Auglaize Co., OH to Fred A. and Alvina 

(Meckstroth) Henschen.  On June 28, 1947, he married Ruth H. Dammeyer, who survives.  He is also survived by sis-
ter-in-law Mary Schmidt of Celina, OH and Joanne Dammeyer of Celina, OH and umerous nieces and neph-
ews.   Preceded in death by: parents Fred and Alvina Henschen; brother Homer (Lea) Henschen; brother-in-law Lou-
is (Wanda) dammeyer; brother-in-law Chester "Chet" Dammeyer; niece Christina Dammeyer-Hazlee   He was a 
graduate of New Knoxville, OH High School (Class of 1938).   A veteran of the United States Navy, he proudly served 
his country during world War II.  He worked at STAMCO in New Bremen, OH for a number of years and eventually 
retired from Foremost Tool Co. in St. Marys.   He was a member of the St. Paul's United Church of Christ, United 
States Power Squadron (Lima Chapter), St. Marys Boat Club, Wally Byam Caravan Club International and Good Sam 
RV Club "Lima Smiling Sams", American Legion Post #444 in New Knoxville and VFW Post #8445 in Wapa-
koneta..  Bill and Ruth traveled extensively throughout North America in their Airstream motorhome. He also en-
joyed boating and taught safe boating courses for 50 years. He was also an amateur radio operator and enjoyed go-
ing out to eat.  Graveside funeral rites are scheduled to begin at 11:00 a.m. Saturday October 10, 2020 at the Pilger 
Ruhe Cemetery in New Knoxville, OH. Military honors will be conducted at the graveside.  Memorial contributions 
may directed to Grand Lake Hospice or St. Paul's UCC Elevator Fund.  Condolences may be expressed and memories 
shared with his family via: www.millerfuneralhomes.net  

Membership Renewals: Just the Facts 

You can check your members’ dues status online using your squadron's four-digit account number and password. Two months 
before renewal, dues invoices are created and dues status shows “pending.” One month before renewal, the status changes to 
“due.” Dues not paid by the end of the following month, the anniversary month, have a “past due” status—the status changes to 
“non-renewal” on the 8th of the following month. Maintain a list of members up for renewal each month, and mark them paid 
when they renew. The quickest and most reliable way for members to update their dues status is to pay by credit card at 
usps.org/dues using their certificate number and PIN or invoice number.  Email: Bob Howd or Cookie Stevens 

https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=087415a4f4&e=6656a4637f
https://usps.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f67f947484b911c2749df1442&id=f4cd5a314c&e=6656a4637f
mailto:rhowd1@ec.rr.com
mailto:kjstaa@hargray.com


The  Breeze                                                                                     7                                                                                      April 2021 

 

3 for $ 4.75 

New advertiser — please support with your business. 

  

Jason Snook  

Phone: 586-855-6513 

E-mail: jjsnook1@yahoo.com 

Indoor/Outdoor Residential 

Free Estimates 

References available 

JJS Professional Painting 
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BETTER BOATING 
THROUGH EDUCATION 
Toledo Power Squadron 

5004 W Albain Rd 

Monroe, MI 48161 

              Toledo Yacht Club 

              Home of the Mills Trophy Race 

             Memberships Available 

~              Deep Water Docks ~ In-ground pool ~Tennis ~ 

Restaurant~~Bar ~Banquet rooms ~Shelter House~ 

Small boat storage ~Monthly events 

www.toledoyachtclub.com 

419-726-3485 

Bayview Park, 3900 N. Summit St. Bldg 2, Toledo, Ohio 43611 


